CHAPTER II.

BUDDHISM".

TN the preceding chapter we have seen that three radical
changes only can be rung on the double-sided pantheistic
principle of Soul, where that principle is invoked as the Supreme
Cause of Things, and that these three changes are in fact repre-
sented in the three distinct stages through which Hindoo Philo-
sophy has passed in its evolution,vk.,in theVedanta, the Sankhya,
and the Vaiseshika systems respectively* In the first system,
the Vedanta, we saw that the spiritual aspect of the Soul was so
aggrandized, that the material side of things was reduced to a
mere appearance or illusion; in the Sankhya that both sides
came in for equal, independent;, and co-ordinate shares in the
common result; while in the Vaisetshika, the maimed side was
so prominent that the Supreme Soul, although it existed, yet
played no active part in the system of things at all, while the
Human Soul was reduced to the dependent position of a mere
effect of the groupings and combinations of its mind-atoms,
which, strange to say, constitute its material side- With these
three systems the general principle of Soul exhausts itself as
Supreme Cause of things; and the only position left for Hindoo
Philosophy to take up is to deny the existence of Soul altogether,
both Divine and human. And this was the step taken by Buddha,
Of the details of the Buddhist system, the researches of
scholars have furnished us with material fa such abundance*